
Chair Check-In

Happy Friday, Democrats!

First, I want to start with some very happy news here in our MDP family - We’ve 
welcomed the newest little Democrat to our team! Our Executive Director Vincent 
Harrington and his wife welcomed a healthy, beautiful baby this week and we couldn’t 
be more excited for them.

We also say goodbye (in a way) to a Maryland legend this week as our dear friend 
Senator Ben Cardin announced he will retire when his term is up next year. Senator 
Cardin has earned the right to set his own course and determine his next chapter. He 
has worked tirelessly for almost 60 years for our state. His compassionate and 
determined personality epitomizes exactly what we look for in our leaders here in 
Maryland and he has made us proud every single day he has served our state. He has 
served alongside other greats in an upper echelon of the �nest Marylanders in the last 
�ve-plus decades, and his legacy is �rmly cemented here. We will miss his leadership 
dearly. But we will continue to cheer him on in his next chapter, and we look forward 
to seeing the continued bene�ts of the vast positive in�uence he has had on our next 
generation of Maryland Democrats.

A poll came out this week showing approval ratings for our President, Governor, and 
General Assembly. Polls can cause lots of chatter and speculation, but our mindset 
here when it comes to polls has always been that it’s simply a snapshot in time and we 
don’t get too high or too low based on polls. We’ll take some of the data, such as the 
issues most important to Marylanders - reproductive rights, economy, education, 
crime - and make sure we focus even more on those. And we’re proud to see that the 
state overwhelmingly approves of the job our Governor has done. The best is still yet to 
come. 

I also want to take a moment to shed some light on the great work our Dem friends in 
rural Maryland have done. Our friends in Talbot County �ipped a Mayor’s seat to a 
Democrat and the �rst female Mayor in Easton’s history - Megan Cook - and picked up



an impressive win in Ward 1 with Maureen Curry. Those are historic achievements and
we couldn’t be more proud of our Dems there, including Mayor Cook and
Councilwoman Curry. These victories kick open a door for countless young women on
the Eastern Shore and across the state. 

We were in Western Maryland for the Summit, we had a town hall with Wicomico
County, we were in Worcester County last week, and our comms team is working with
the state parties in Virginia, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia to collaborate on projects
to lift our rural areas. Being in those areas and a part of the conversations there means
a lot to us. It’s not always easy being a Democrat in a red or rural area. They are in the
trenches every day. The real work, the real grind gets done in places like those where
our Dems fight an uphill challenge every day. We always want to provide all the
reinforcements and resources we can. You should all be proud of the work you’ve
done. Be proud of the process. Most importantly, embrace the challenge. 

Lastly, I wanted to speak about this month being Mental Health Awareness Month.
This month - and every month - it’s important to take care of yourself. Nothing is more
important than how you’re feeling inside. Your day cannot start and you cannot be
the best version of yourself when you’re having that internal battle. Anxiety,
depression, and overall mental health are a never-ending battle, and we just want you
to know that you have a team here at MDP that supports you and values you. Lean on
us. Lean on each other. And always prioritize your mental health. 

Let’s be great this week.

In Unity & Solidarity,
Yvette Lewis
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