
Chair Check-In

Happy Friday everyone!

Let me start by saying what an incredible AAPI heritage event we had in Gaithersburg 
on Wednesday night. If you weren’t there, you missed out. It was a PARTY. We got a 
chance to show our endless love and appreciation for our friends in the AAPI 
community and we had almost 600 Marylanders in there, it was a packed house. The 
food, the attire, the children’s singing group - all of it was truly a remarkable 
experience and showcase for the beautiful culture our AAPI communities have. It was 
authentic and it was inviting, we really loved every minute of it. I want to thank my 
dear friends Bel Leong-Hong and Devang Shah for hosting and allowing all of us to be 
a part of a special night. 

We always remind everyone that our party and our state are proud of the fact that we 
do not hide from our diversity here in Maryland, we embrace it, we lift it, and we love 
it. It’s our greatest strength so why would we let anyone try to dim our brightest light? 

We know that Maryland does not move, does not even get out of neutral, without our 
Black, Brown, and AAPI communities making it happen. If anyone somehow still 
doubts that, look at the leaders who came out Wednesday night to celebrate with us. 
Our �rst Black Governor and our friend Aruna Miller -  the �rst South Asian woman 
ever elected lieutenant governor in the United States, our state’s �rst Asian American 
lieutenant governor and �rst immigrant to hold statewide of�ce in Maryland. 

Our Governor and Lieutenant Governor are authentic, genuine humans who lead 
from the front and who have left a trail of shattered glass ceilings from here to 
Takoma Park, Maryland and Hyderabad, India. They are a rare kind of true leadership 
because they listen before they lead. They hear your concerns, they feel your 
challenges, and they lead us all to a place where we can feel true pride in our state. 
With them at the helm, our state is stronger than ever.



There are challenges creeping closer from that horizon, though. In the past, when our
party has lacked a common enemy, our focus has strayed at times. But make no
mistake, we do have a common enemy, two worthy opponents - disengagement and
apathy. That is what we must fight against right now because those two things can be
poisonous to everything we’re trying to accomplish. We cannot allow ourselves to be
complacent. And we cannot allow ourselves to have in-fighting. In our state, the only
force strong enough to bring us down is ourselves. We cannot let it happen.

We’ve come too far, and we have too much work still to accomplish. Wednesday night
was a chance to reunite and refocus, it was inspiring to see. And now we must use
that momentum and move together, united, onward. 

In Unity & Solidarity,
Yvette Lewis
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